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RECENT EVENTS:
Club Get Together
Max’s Allegheny Tavern
Sunday, March 26, 2017

Because of the unsure March
weather, the Pitt Birds decided to
meet at Max’s Allegheny Tavern for
an afternoon of food, fun and
drinks. It was a pleasure to
converse and not worry about our
cars. A rainstorm was predicted
and we didn’t want the cars to get
wet or damaged. Hopefully next
month we’ll have a warm and sunny
day. Our cars are ready to roar!



UPCOMING EVENTS:
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Thunderbird is “unique in all the world and we want to share it with the
world. So on May 21st, 2017 each of the three large Thunderbird clubs
are asking members AND non-members alike to take their T-Bird out of
hibernation and someplace for the world to enjoy. Work or church, diner
or coffee shop, on a family picnic, it doesn’t matter. Use your car like it
was used when it was brand new. Let others see it, ask questions about
it, hey, maybe even let them drive it! Then share your experiences on the
Thunderbird Appreciation Day Facebook page. It’s going to be all about
the Thunderbird on May 21st!

Visit the Amish Community of Smicksburg
Saturday, April 22nd

Members will meet at the Panera Bread Restaurant at 9:30 AM.
GPS: 4899 William Penn Hwy, Murrysville, PA 15668
We will depart for Smicksburg at 10:00 AM. Upon arrival we will have
the opportunity to shop and view the Amish crafts, have lunch at a
local diner and stop at the Windgate Winery. If you have any
questions please contact Rich and Ann Augustine at 724-468-3202.

May Day Parade, Uniontown Monday, May 1st
The Pitt Birds have been invited to participate in the Uniontown May
Day Parade on Monday, May 1st. We will meet at Ken Tarpley’s
home at 4:30 PM.
GPS: 314 Nicholas Drive, Uniontown, PA 15401. If you would like to
participate, please contact Ken Tarpley at 724-434-3694 before April
22nd.

USAF Thunderbirds, “Wings of Pittsburgh”
Pittsburgh Airport                         Saturday, May 13th

This year’s headliner is the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, with many
other acts such as Sean D. Tucker and the F-22 Demonstration and
Heritage Flight Team soaring through the skies. Different military and
civilian aircraft will be on the ground for guests to explore. Additional
details will be in the next newsletter.

NHHAC Car Show, Mars, PA Sunday, June 4th

Each year the North Hills Historic Car Club honors a club member
and their car by show casing the car at the entrance of the show and
displaying it on the show dash plaque. This year the car is a 1957
Thunderbird owned by Pitt Birds club member Carol Vivaldi.
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CTCI Convention:    
Thursday, August 3 – Sunday, Aug 6, 2017
Plan to attend the CTCI Convention sponsored by the New Jersey
Open Road Thunderbird Club. The host hotel is the Hannover
Marriott in Parsippany, NJ. The convention is shaping up to be a lot
of fun for all, with plans for New York City Tours, a Harbor Cruise, a
cook out, and a host of other exciting activities.
For details visit: www.njortc.org/2017-convention.html

UPCOMING NATIONAL EVENTS:

Carlisle – Ford 
Nationals: 
June 2-4, 2017

Join the International Thunderbird Club 
at the Carlisle Ford – Nationals.     
For details visit:  www.carlisleevents.com/carlisle-events
For hotel reservations visit: 
www.countryinns.com/carlislepa/itc2017

ITC Convention:       
Tuesday, August 29 – Sunday September 3, 2017
The International Thunderbird Club will have its 2017 convention in 
Fort Wayne, Indiana.  The host hotel is the Hotel Fort Wayne.  For 
hotel reservation, visit:  https://bookings.ihotelier.com/Hotel-Fort-
Wayne/bookings.jsp?groupID=1736433&hotelID=77470.  
Tours include the Amish town of Shipshewana and four car 
museums including the popular Auburn-Cord-Duesenberg Museum.
For Details visit:  http://www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com/event/itc-
convention-fort-wayne-indiana-august-29-september-3-
2017/?instance_id=12

PVGP – Pitt Birds Picnic 
Early Registration
Registration for the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand
Prix is $35.00, and $40.00 at the gate.
To register online, visit:
http://www.pvgp.org/car-shows/schenley/
and click on the blue showclix button.
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MEMBERSHIP:
Current Membership:   64 Members

Interested in Joining an International Thunderbird Club?
The Pitt Birds Thunderbird Club is a chapter club with the Classic
Thunderbird Club International (CTCI) and the International
Thunderbird Club (ITC). Both CTCI and ITC have regional and
international events, provide excellent technical advice, publish bi-
monthly magazines, offer vendor sourcing, and articles about other
local clubs. Membership information to CTCI or ITC can be found by
visiting the following web sites.

Classic Thunderbird Club International:  www.ctci.org
Then click on “Become a Member” on the Home page.

International Thunderbird Club:  www.intl-thunderbirdclub.com
Then click on the “Membership” button on the Home page.

Golf Shirts:  
Turquoise / Thunderbird blue golf shirt with the Pitt Birds logo,
contact Wayne and Dolly Bane at: 724-226-0788. The price is
$30.00 ($32.00 for XXL).

Tee Shirts:
With the Pitt Birds club logo are for sale for $15.00 each. Shipping
and handling to your address is an additional $3.00. Limited supply
remaining, 2 medium sizes available.
Contact Ann Augustine at: 724-468-3202.

FOR SALE: 

1960 Thunderbird
Contact:  Bill Ray
724-863-5445 or 724-953-6860
ray1600@comcast.net
Hardtop, black with black and white interior. Power windows, power
seats, power steering and power brakes. SS exhaust, wire wheels
and radial white wall tires. 53,000 miles. Located in Irwin, PA.
$19,900

Welcome New Members:
Dave and Denice Lyle and 
Carl and Patsy Pro

2005 50th Anniversary 
Edition Thunderbird
Contact:  George Whitmore
352-512-9575
gdw494@gmail.com 

Bronze exterior (perfect), Cream interior, 10,800 miles, Condition
excellent except for boot around handbrake loose and one of the
passenger seat warmers not working, new Ford A/C compressor and
Ford oil and coolant change. Still has plastic covers on floor mats.
Ford hardtop rack and dust cover included. Garaged, 3rd owner.
Location Ocala, FL 34480. Asking $28,000 / make offer

1957 Thunderbird
Contact:  Dendinger Brothers

Car Care, Bellview, OH
Phone:    419-483-5154

Complete engine rebuild by Jasper Engines, numbers matching
engine with automatic transmission, brand new tires. Both hard and
soft tops, 96,239 miles. Asking $35,000

FOR SALE: 



In the days before cars came equipped with a Tire Pressure
Monitoring System (TPMS), correct tire pressure was often the most
widely ignored item on a car’s maintenance checklist. Worse, when
it was adjusted, it was frequently checked when tires were warm,
since few motorists went to the trouble of buying a compressor (and
an accurate tire gauge) for home use.

Improper tire pressure can affect everything from fuel mileage to
vehicle safety, as incorrectly inflated tires can produce unusual (and
in some cases, unpredictable) handling. Checking tire pressure on a
regular basis (every two weeks is recommended) also ensures that
tires aren’t punctured, in need of rotation, or worn beyond safe and
permissible levels.

To ensure accurate readings, each tire should be checked cold,
preferably in the shade or in an enclosed garage (to avoid the
increase in tire pressure potentially caused by direct sunlight). If
you’ve been driving the car, allow three or more hours for the tires
to cool before checking and setting tire pressure. As a baseline, the
tire pressure recommended by the manufacturer for your vehicle, on
stock tires, can generally be found inside the driver’s door, on a
sticker affixed to the bottom of the B-pillar.

In front-wheel-drive vehicles, the front tires generally carry a higher
inflation pressure than the rear tires, as the bulk of the vehicle’s
weight rests on the two front tires.

The opposite would be true for rear-engine vehicles, which carry
the most weight atop the rear tires; in any case, be sure to note
differences in inflation pressure from front to back as
recommended by your vehicle manufacturer.

Sometimes, this pressure will vary by load, as well, with
manufacturers recommending higher tire pressures for heavier
loads.

Under normal driving circumstances, tire pressure should always
be set to the value that most closely matches your current vehicle
loading (which is another reason why tire pressures are not a set-
and-forget maintenance item).

Always use a quality tire gauge to read the current inflation
pressure of each individual tire, including the oft-forgotten spare.
There is much debate on what constitutes a “quality” tire gauge,
but those who race cars (and view proper tire pressure as the
difference between a good lap time and a back-of-the-pack lap
time) generally prefer the dial-type gauges, equipped with a built-in
valve to bleed off excess pressure. As with any other tool, air
pressure gauges are generally worth what you pay for them, and
given the importance of proper tire pressure, getting by with a free
or inexpensive tire pressure gauge seems like a bad place to cut
corners.

Once the correct tire pressure has been set at each corner, using a
portable compressor or air tank, it’s time to make a few
observations. First, did any tire differ significantly in pressure from
its recommended value? If a pressure in one corner was lower than
the tire on the opposite side of the vehicle (comparing front to front
and rear to rear), chances are the tire has an air leak. Inspect the
tread for foreign objects like nails or screws; if none is found, use a
dish soap and water solution to inspect for leaks around the valve
stem. Squirt or pour some of the solution around the base of the
valve stem, then look for bubbles; repeat for the valve mechanism
itself. Any punctures or leaks should be addressed by a competent
shop, as not all punctures can be repaired.

Continued on the next page

Tech 101 – Adjusting tire pressure
Hemmings Daily News - Kurt Ernst on May 17th, 2013
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While this advice applies to stock (or equivalent) tires under
normal driving conditions, there are exceptions to the rule.
Switching from an all-season radial to a high-performance
summer tire will generally necessitate a change in tire pressure,
but finding the optimal pressure can be a matter of trial and error.
The old autocross trick is to start at the manufacturer’s
recommended pressure, then use a bit of white shoe polish to
mark the tire’s shoulder and sidewall. After a run through the
course, look at how far the tire is rolling over into the shoe polish;
if the tire is scrubbing into the sidewall, add a few pounds of
pressure and repeat, making sure to log all changes on your setup
sheet.

Manufacturers’ pressures are also designed to deliver a blend of
comfort and handling; if a firmer ride is an acceptable trade-off for
(slightly) improved handling, it’s generally permissible to up tire
pressure by a pound or two from the published numbers. On the
other hand, the maximum inflation pressure (shown on the tire’s
sidewall) should never be used; not only will this deliver a harsh
ride and unpredictable handling, but the tire’s pressure can
potentially rise to dangerous levels as the tire heats up.

Finally, many tire dealers and automotive dealerships are now
touting the benefits of filling tires with nitrogen instead of air
(which itself is composed of 78-percent nitrogen, 21-percent
oxygen and traces of carbon dioxide and water vapor, according
to NASA). If this is a free service, nitrogen will deliver a few minor
benefits; first, pure nitrogen seeps from tires more slowly than air,
meaning that tires will maintain pressure longer. Nitrogen expands
less as it heats, meaning that tires will maintain more consistent
pressures, even when hot. In the world of professional racing,
where victories can be determined by thousandths of a second,
such benefits are worth the added cost of nitrogen. In the real
world of commuter driving, the benefits are only worthwhile if the
use of nitrogen is a free service offered by your dealer.

Tech 101 – Adjusting tire pressure 
Continued

Hemmings Daily News - Kurt Ernst on May 17th, 2013
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DATE EVENT CONTACT

January 14th Holiday Dinner
February 26th Winter Meeting Wayne and Dolly Bane
March 26th Club Get Together (A No Meeting Meeting) at the Max’s Allegheny Tavern Jerry and Barbara Longstreth
April 22nd Visit the Amish Community of Smicksburg Rich and Ann Augustine
May 1nd May Day Parade, Uniontown Ken and June Tarpley
May 13th USAF Thunderbirds, Pittsburgh Airport  on May 13 John and Donna Shubert
May 21th Thunderbird Appreciation Day
June 2-3rd All Ford National @ Carlisle Jerry and Barbara Longstreth
June 4th NHHAC Car Show, Mars, PA Warren and Jeanene Smith
June 25th PA Trolley Museum in Washington, PA Rich and Ann Augustine

Pittsburgh Vintage Grand Prix Events:
July 8-9th Races at Pittsburgh Int. Race Course Jerry and Barbara Longstreth
July 11th Car Cruise at the Homestead Waterfront Jerry and Barbara Longstreth
July 12th Downtown Parade and Plaza Display Jerry and Barbara Longstreth
July 15-16th Pitt Birds Picnic Jerry and Barbara Longstreth
September 23/24 Crabfest and Railroad Tour in Cumberland Maryland Pete and Karen Sarkis
October Garage Tour in Salem, OH Jon and Joann Strebeck
November 18th Autumn Meeting Wayne and Dolly Bane

National Thunderbird Events:
August 3rd - 6th CTCI Regional Convention, Parsippany, NJ Jerry and Barbara Longstreth
Aug 29th – Sep 3rd ITC Convention, Fort Wayne, IN Pete and Karen Sarkis

CAR CRUISES
June 11th SNPJ Car Cruise, Oakdale, PA Mary Beth Meyer
July 1- 2 Back to the 50’s Car Cruise, Cascade Park, New Castle, PA Pete and Karen Sarkis
August 5th Beaver Car Cruise Gorden Ries
August 27th Moon Area Car Cruise John and Donna Shubert

All Wed. & Sat. Pittsburgh Mills Mall Wayne and Dolly Bane
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